The article calls for colleges and universities to consider going fully online for all courses for the fall semester of 2020 in the wake of the COVID‐19 pandemic, citing both the potential health risk factors of in‐person courses and the risk of excluding students, faculty, and staff with disabilities. "Making online teaching the default, rather than the exception, would protect equity, health, and safety, while reducing the uncertainties regarding hybrid and in‐person teaching in the fall," the authors wrote.

The article also points out that doing so would be in line with guidelines from the U.S. Department of Education, which has allowed for distance education to be the primary mode of instruction through at least the end of 2020 in response to the pandemic.

Consider the limits of ADA protections related to COVID‐19 {#dhe30888-sec-0002}
==========================================================

The article listed a variety of concerns to note when considering reopening face‐to‐face classes, including:➤The guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for "high‐risk" COVID‐19 categories do not necessarily align with the Americans with Disabilities Act--protected individuals. The article notes that it is "impossible to prevent biases resulting from the disclosure of medical information" for those who might be at a greater risk from COVID‐19 exposure and might need to disclose their disability in order to stay healthy. It notes this could be particularly problematic for adjunct faculty, who might fear that disclosing would put their careers at risk.➤Many disabilities that might increase health risks due to COVID‐19 are not easily documented, such as allergies, or issues concerning the respiratory or immune systems. Requiring students to supply medical documentation for accommodations or accessibility reasons may not be "an appropriate benchmark."➤The ADA does not cover or provide protection for those who might be concerned that their exposure to others at an institution might put immune‐compromised family members at risk.

"To balance health outcomes with economics and practical considerations, we call for universities to commit to justice and care‐driven concerns for health and to incentivize innovative and accessible approaches to learning," the authors wrote. The article also includes suggestions for best practices the authors recommend to ensure campus re‐openings are safe and equitable for all associated with the institution.

*Read more at* https://bit.ly/2BlyLMw.BEYOND ACCOMMODATION: Ensure students with disabilities stay connected during distance learningIt might be worth considering whether your students with disabilities need additional support to feel less isolated during the COVID‐19 pandemic. The California State Council on Developmental Disabilities has put together a short resource outlining ways to ensure that those with disabilities stay connected even during times of isolation, or if your campus decides to go the distance‐learning route for the fall 2020 semester.Tips include finding ways to stay in touch and communicate on a regular basis, using technology to share virtual experiences, expanding access to community members, and setting up emergency relief safety nets in case of crisis.*Read more at* https://bit.ly/2YJbX1w.
